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On Nov. 23, Catholic Church leaders held a three-hour meeting with President Violeta Chamorro
and top cabinet ministers. Afterwards, Bishop Pablo Antonio Vega announced an agreement
to establish a special, joint council which will advise Chamorro on policy matters. Government
members on the council will be Education Minister Humberto Belli, Foreign Minister Ernesto Leal,
and deputy presidency ministers Alejandro Bolanos and Jose Adan Guerra. Vega did not indicate
who the Church's representatives to the council will be. The council's first agenda item is to evaluate
the Chamorro administration's compliance with the government program drafted during the
1989-1990 electoral campaign. Vega said that during the meeting, Church officials stressed three
main recommendations for Chamorro: to implement constitutional reforms, put the army "in its
place," and end co-government with the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN). These and
other demands were also contained in a Pastoral Letter issued by the Bishops in October. Vega
added that the Bishops called on Chamorro to follow through on her promises more forcefully,
so that the transition in Nicaragua "can be one which takes us forward, not backward." Deputy
presidency minister Guerra told reporters that Chamorro "fully agrees with the proposal to reform
the constitution, in order to adapt it to the current socio- economic and political situation." He
added, however, that constitutional reforms fall under the jurisdiction of the National Assembly, not
the executive. (Sources: Notimex, Agence France-Presse, 11/23/92)
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